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MD'S NOTE

Taking on new
responsibilities

trategising plans for the future is very important for every sector. As

Indian aviation sector is heading for a rapid growth, every stakeholder
should catch up with the momentum. Being an airport operator, CIAL is
weighing options and possibilities for the future. As always, we are rapidly re-
inventing. After the successful completion of project T3, our team has already
begun working on the new domestic terminal. | hope we can commence
domestic operation in T1 by March 2018. Like the terminal-3, T1 will have
all the amenities and operational facilities at par with international aviation
standards. Also, we have added a number of new technical features in the
operational area; some of them are being tested for the first time in the world.
Our plan for the future includes tapping the potential of MRO vertical, effective
use of land and the implementation of user friendly interfaces in important
touch points.

The previous quarter turned out to be highly fruitful for us. The 23rd Annual
General Meeting was conducted and while chairing the function, Hon.Chief
Minister and Chairman of CIAL, Shri. Pinarayi Vijayan had complemented
CIAL’s performance in the last financial year. We are privileged with the
Government of Kerala’s decision to incorporate CIAL for the development

of the inland water transport project. It’s a complicated and herculean task.
CIAL is entrusted with the responsibility of making the water transport
system operational by 2020. We have already devoted a set of experts for the
project and | am sure that TEAM CIAL can live up with the expectation of the
Government. Once completed, this ambitious project will re-draw the tourism
blue print of the state.

We have also witnessed some impeccable
performances from our employees. The efficacy
shown by the CIAL’s Disabled Aircraft Recovery
Team (DART), to recover an aircraft which
veered off from a taxi way link (to apron)
and got stuck in a drain, exemplifies the
confidence and team spirit of our officers and
staffers. Despite not having an independent
exposure in recovering an aircraft before,
they proved their mettle and boosted
our pride. We have conducted a
full scale emergency mock-drill
successfully with the help of
the 30 agencies ranging from
Indian Navy, Coast Guard,
and Disaster management
cell to the local hospitals.
The participation was
overwhelming and it showed
the importance of testing the
measures and precautions to manage
crises. | congratulate DART and mock-
drill team for their commitment.

VJ. KURIAN

Greenport Magazine
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CIAL AGM

CIALWILL HELP TO COMPLETE
INLAND WATERWAYS BY 2020:
CHIEF MINISTER

25% DIVIDEND TO INVESTORS
TOTAL TURNOVER: RS.669.06 CR.
PROFIT OF CIAL: RS.179.45 CR.

he State Government is consociating Cochin of the share holders. The meeting endorsed the
International Airport Limited (CIAL) in the inland recommendation of board of directors to pay 25%
Waterways development project which is expected to dividend to investors for the financial year 2016-17.
be completed by 2020, said Chief Minister of Kerala The Chairman intimated the gathering that time
and Chairman of the company Shri. Pinarayi Vijayan. was not yet ripe for opting IPO. “There may be
He was addressing the 23rd annual general meeting shareholders preferring it but when looked at from

6 Greenport Magazine
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the larger public interest, it is not desirable now,” he
said. The chairman also told the AGM that a decision
on extending Kochi Metro Rail to the airport and also
to Angamali will be taken after the completion of the
first phase.

The state government and the CIAL are planning

to float a special purpose vehicle to develop the
inland waterways project linking 10 districts from
Trivandrum to Kasargode and both of them will have
49% stakes in it. Remaining 2% will be issued to retail
stakeholders. The project aims at improving water
transport, tourism development and goods transport
through inland waterways. As a part of the project,
boat jetties, shopping malls and hotels will be raised
on major tourist spots in the state. It is expected that
the project will provide afillip to the tourism potential
of Kerala. The chief minister noted that the 2016-17
was indeed a year of great achievements for CIAL.
CIAL and its Duty Free Retail Service Ltd. together
recorded an aggregate turnover of Rs. 669.09 Cr.

CIAL alone made a profit Rs. 179.45 Cr. The number
of passengers handled by the airport also increased

to 89.4 lakhs Compared to last year, total number

of passengers increased by 15.06% and domestic
passenger traffic saw a hike of 25.99%. Since 2003-04
FY, company has been unfailingly paying out dividend
to the shareholders and with this year, the total
dividend payout will touch 203%. The year saw the
commissioning of Terminal 3, and the development
of 2 lane road connecting NH and Airport to four lane.
CIAL could also expand the solar power capacity to
23.2 MW last year, and this FY, CIAL aims at expanding
it to 40 MW, said Chief Minister.

CIAL plays an important role in the socio-economic
development of the state. It gives job opportunities
to over 17,500 personnel, making it one of the biggest
employers in the state, added Chief Minister.

CIAL directors V. S. Sunil Kumar, Agriculture Minister,

Mathew. T. Thomas, Water Resources Minister,

M.A. Yusuff Ali, N.V.George, E.M.Babu, K.Roy Paul,
A.K.Ramani, V.J. Kurian, MD, Saji.K.George, Company
Secretary and Sunil Chacko, Chief Financial Officer
were also present in the meeting.




HANDED OUT MEGA
PRIZETO THE WINNER

ochin Duty Free and Retail Services deputy commissioner P.J. David, Airport

- “ ‘ 'h 8.4 s
Ltd (CDRSL), a subsidiary of CIAL Director A.C.K. Nair, Executive Director u s M ‘ -
conducted the prize distribution ceremony  A.M. Shabeer, Chief Financial Officer

.
of their mega promotion scheme. The Sunil Chacko, Company Secretary Saji Dut y I ree

winner was selected from a lucky draw K. George, CDRSL Asst. General Maanger
and received the mega prize; a Nissan Jacob T Abraham, Alpha Kreol Inda Ltd.

Sunny Car. V.J. Kurian, Managing Director, operations manager Ravichandran were
CIAL handed over the key to the winner; present at the function

Shaji Alungal Ummar, from Nilambur.

The mega promotion was conducted, /

with the sponsorship of Diaggio, one

of the suppliers of Cochin Duty Free

for the customers who had shopped EHEYEER.FE| L
at the duty free outlets of T3 between SERVICES LTD.

the months of March and May. Customs
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ultan bin Muhammad Al-Qasimi, supreme

council member and ruler of Sharjah, arrived to
a magnificent reception at Cochin Airport on 27th
September. After completing a high profile five day
state visit, which turned out to be decisive in nurturing
Kerala’s relationship with the Emirate states, the
Sharjah Ruler arrived at Kochi for a private visit.

Sharjah ruler’s official jet landed at Kochi at 10.15 am.
He was given a red carpet welcome at the tarmac.
District Collector Mohammed Y Safirulla, Assistant
Collector Eswa Priya, CIAL managing Director V.J.Kurian,
Lulu group chairman and Director of CIAL M.AYusuff

Ali received the royal visitor at the kochi airport. He

was given a colourful and traditional welcome, at the
canopy area near Terminal 1, accompanied by real size
caparisoned elephants tableaus, thalappoli, Pulikkali,
Chendamelam, Aravanamuttu and Panchavadyam.

@

Sultan Al Qasismi arrived in Kerala for a five day visit,
prompted by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan’s request,
who had invited Al-Qasimi to the state during his visit to
the Emirates last year. He attended a number of official
functions and deliberations hosted by Government of
Kerala and received the honorary doctorate conferred
by the Calicut University. A joint communiqué, issued
by the Sultan and Kerala Chief Minister, said that 149
Indian prisoners languishing in Sharjah jails would be
pardoned and those who were not involved in grave
criminal cases would benefit from the gesture. Sharjah
Ruler made the announcement in response to a request
by state Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan seeking the
release of Keralites who had completed three years of
their jail term in Sharjah.

The Kerala Government put forward a number of
proposals to the Sharjah Ruler which includes a cultural
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complex in Sharjah that showcases Kerala’s

rich culture and its ayurveda tradition, low-cost
housing complexes for Keralites in Sharjah and
an educational complex of intentional standards
in the emirate which would include medical

and engineering colleges. Cooperation in the

IT sector, possible investment in ayurveda and
medical tourism, an international healthcare
centre near Kannur airport, investment options
in infrastructure sector and cooperation in
Harithakeralam and Life Mission programmes of
the state government were the other proposals.
During his discussions with the Chief Minister, the
Sharjah ruler said a centre for higher education
would be set up in Kerala for learning and
research in Arabic. Al Qasimi also mooted setting
up a centre for skill development, especially in the

nursing sector.

The Sharjah ruler also gave an in-principle
approval for providing international driving
licence in Kerala to those who are planning

to migrate to Sharjah for work. Driving tests

will be conducted as per international laws in
Kerala by the Sharjah authorities. High-powered
committees comprising senior officers have been
appointed to prepare an action plan for time-
bound implementation of projects approved
jointly by Sharjah and Kerala. Al Qasimi also
informed the ministers of his wish to extend the
benefits enjoyed by his court staff to all workers in
Sharjah. As a token of gratitude for the visit of Al
Qasimi, the government will provide land to the
UAE consulate to construct its own building in the
capital.

GreenportM
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AIRCRAFT RECOVERY

12

t was a meticulously executed mission.

After a tedious, complicated and tiresome
work, they recovered an ill-fated aircraft
which veered off the designated ground
path and eventually got stuck into the
drain. Despite not having frequent
exposure to the recovery process, CIAL’s
DART (disabled aircraft recovery team)
proved their capabilities. From the wee
hours of 5th September, when the Onam
festivity mood yet to ebb away, they were
on site, eagerly waiting for an instruction.
12 noon on same day, the instruction
came in and they deployed themselves
into action. after 17 hours an sms came to
concerned phones;" TASK COMPLETED
SUCCESSFULLY".

It was 4.45 am next day. The aircraft was
tamed, lifted and rolled over trolleys to the
hangar. They worked against the sun, the
drizzle and doubts. With the advice and
on- site supervision of senior officials and
safety experts and the assistance of civil,
electrical, ops depts they have taken up
the responsibility with passion. DART is a




specialized team of people and equipments
which ensures the airport operator a safe
and timely removal of a disabled aircraft,
simultaneously keeping the runway closure
to minimum.

CIAL, the only airport in the country to have
dedicated disabled aircraft recovery team
and equipment the team was certified

by the Fraport AG Fire Training Center in
Frankfurt, Germany. DART members were
trained in Germany and Netherlands.

CIAL has enhanced its DART’s operational
facilities with the requisition of
comprehensive aircraft recovery equipment
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(ARE) of international standards from

Resqtec B.V Zumro, Netherlands and

M/s KUNZ GmbH, Germany costing 7.15

Crores in 2016. The equipment consists of

a complete set of debug kit and ground

reinforcement system to pull narrow body

aircraft with damage to the undercarriage

using heavy vehicles over any swampy

or clumsy terrains. Aircraft tethering

equipment and five sets of low pressure

airbags of 30 tons lifting capacity to a height

of 3 Mtrs and these airbags are designed

to lift all aircrafts bogged down in mud in

case they miss the runway or if a landing

gear collapses without causing secondary
13



damages to the aircraft. Two
Aircraft recovery Dollys of
30 ton capacity for shifting
narrow bodied aircraft with
damages to main landing
gears or nose wheel damage
of wide bodied aircraft

were also inducted to the
DART. Having a good Aircraft
recovery equipmentin

CIAL meant that CIAL could
remove any such disabled

aircraft in a very short span
of time without causing
secondary damage to the
aircraft and thus enabling
the costs of repairs to the
aircraft to be kept down and
also ensuring that the airport
is open for normal flight
operations very quickly. CIAL
is now proud to have acquired
a complete set of Aircraft
recovery equipment and is




capable to recover narrow body aircraft like B737,
B727,A319, A320, A321 etc or wide bodied aircraft
in case of partial under carriage failure. CIALs
DART can also render it’s service to othe airports,
when needed.

CIAL DART was formed in 2012 as per the
instruction of its managing director Mr.V.J.Kurian,

following an incident when the Gulf Air flight
overshot the runway while landing and came to a
haltin the slush.

The equipment needed for removing and towing
the disabled aircraft had to be brought by Air
India form Mumbai as CIAL had no aircraft
recovery equipments. Air India recovery team

was not equipped with aircraft recovery trailer
which added to the delay.

With the induction of DART, CIAL has prepared
itself to lend a helping hand to meet any future
exigencies involving aircraft recovery with all
airlines operating from CIAL under an MoU.
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LIFE STYLE

10 THIN
YOU’RE

GS TO TRY WHEN
FEELING LONELY

HERE ARE 10 WAYS TO EASE

TONI BERNARD

> Courtesy: psychologytoday.com

[though my writing often focuses on chronic

illness, anyone can feel the pain of loneliness.
| hope the tips in this article will be helpful for
everyone:

1. Don’t blame yourself in any way, shape, or
form.

Trust me, it will only make you feel worse.
Blaming yourself for how you feel is never
skillful, productive, or kind. A host of causes and
conditions have come together in your life to
create this painful feeling. It’s not your fault.

2. Seek relief from a non-human “friend.”

There are lots of possibilities - a pet, comfort
food, a favorite book or a nature show on TV,
or even just sitting outside for a while. We can
find solace in many things that ease the pain of
loneliness. Experiment and see what helps you
feel better.

20
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THE PAIN OF LONELINESS




3. Connect with a human friend if you can.

Think of someone who is always supportive or
who simply makes you laugh, and give that person
a call or send them an email. You may resist

doing this at first because it can be hard to reach
out to others when you're feeling lonely. In my
experience, however, it’s worth giving myself the
little extra push that’s needed to contact someone
| can count on.

4. Do something creative, no matter how simple

It need not be earth-shatteringly creative. Try a
coloring book or a jigsaw puzzle, make a collage,
or experiment with needlework of some kind. Or
think outside the box and come up with something
that is fun and soothing for you to do.

5. Help someone in need

Helping others eases loneliness because it makes
us be less self-focused. It could be an elderly
neighbor or someone on a social-media site who
might benefit from a supportive comment.

6. Call to mind others who are feeling lonely and
send them kind and compassionate thoughts

Wishing well to others who are lonely creates a
special connection between the two of you. Even
more, when you realize that you’re not alone in
your loneliness, you’ll feel less lonely. At least,
that’s how this little practice works for me.

7. Visualize some place you’d like to be - a fun
gathering, the seashore, a sporting event - and
see if, just for a moment, you can feel happy for
those who are there

Feeling happy for others even when they’re doing
what you wish you could do can make you feel as
if you’re there with them, and that eases the pain
of loneliness. Even if feeling happy for others only
lasts a short time, it’s soothing and healing - and
amazingly, it can even make you feel happy! (For a
more detailed explanation of this practice, see my
recent post, “Feeling Happy for Others Can Make
You Happy.”)

8. Treat loneliness as an old friend who’s
dropped in for a visit (despite not having
received an invitation)

This is a way of not resisting how you’re feeling;
resisting only makes you feel worse. Zen teacher
Thich Nhat Hanh asks us to take care of our anger
and other painful emotions. Making friends with
how we feel is self-compassion in action. So take
care of your loneliness as if it’s an old friend.
Sometimes | say, “Hello, loneliness. | see you’ve
come to visit again for a while.” When you let
painful emotions into your heart with compassion,
it disarms them and that takes away their sting.
This eases your pain.

9. Remind yourself that life is not always fun,
and that tomorrow is a new day

Nobody gets their way all the time and - let’s face
it—life isn’t always fun. This is true for everyone.
The bottom line is that loneliness is one of those
unpleasant moments in your life. That’s all it is.

In the words of Rainer Maria Rilke, “No feeling is
final.” If you can be patient with your loneliness,
it’s likely that by tomorrow, it will have eased a bit.
Then, the next day, it’s likely to have eased even
more. All emotions are impermanent. They arise
and pass, arise and pass.

10. Sing

It’s almost impossible to feel lonely when you’re
singing. I’ve tried it, and it works! Let your favorite
singer keep you company as you sing along,
karaoke style.

I know from personal experience that loneliness
can be hard to bear. | hope this piece has given
you some useful ideas to try.

* Toni Bernard J.D., is a former law professor
at the University of California, Davis. She's the
author of How to Be Sick, How to Wake Up, and
How to Live Well with Chronic Pain and Ilness.



AVIATION SNIPPETS

WANT TO FLY ADRONE IN
INDIA? HERE'S ALL YOU
NEED TO KNOW

A drone camera has become an integral part of any photographer or
videographer's arsenal. Using drones for shooting videos or clicking
images is a common occurrence now. Be it for ad shoots, wedding
shoots or leisure photography, drones are being used for capturing
aerial shots. It's impressive how they've become extremely popular
because flying drones remains illegal in India.

Only a handful of government companies, law enforcement agencies
are defence forces are legally allowed to use a drone. Estimates point
that there are over 40,000 "civilian" drones in Indian skies. DGCA is
expected to issue remote pilot license (RPL) - on the lines of CPL and
PPL - to civilians who wants to fly drones.

However, if you follow certain procedures you can still obtain
permission to fly a drone in India. Here's how you can fly a drone but
before we get into that let's start with buying a drone. Civil drones can
be bought online and cost anywhere between Rs 2000 to Rs 50,000
and more. Brands like DJI, GoPro are some of the renowned names in
the drone category. Depending on why you need to purchase a drone,
you can browse across various price points and get the drone which is
suitable for your requirements.

The draft policy of the DGCA on unmanned aircrafts -- mainly drones
-- has a clear set of guidelines listed for flying drones. The draft policy
was formed and released in 2016 and you should give it a good look
before buying a drone.

The policy, to begin with, lists what are the types of drones. According
to the policy, there are four types of drones: micro (weigh less than
2kg); mini (more than 2g and less than 20kg); small (more than 20 kg
but less than 150kg) and large (more than 150 kg).It doesn't matter
what drone you buy, it is mandatory to seek permission from the
authorities before using them.Registering for a dronest step is getting
your device registered with a unique identification number or UIN.
For getting a UIN, you need to have an address proof, a permit from
the police and the department of telecom. Once you've submitted the
relevant documents, you will get a UIN which needs to be marked on
a fire-proof plate. The plate is installed on your device before you are
allowed to take it in the air.

@Gadgets Now
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MUMBAI AIRPORT

TO HAVE HALF A MILLION - TONNE
APACITY PHARMA TERMINA

Foi i g g L E

As the dynamic growth of Indian pharma industry positions it as
the third largest pharmaceuticals market in the world in terms

of value and eleventh largest in terms of volume, the healthcare
cold chain logistics market is being analyzed to exhibit lucrative
opportunities. Needless to say, the criticality of the lifesaving
products is indisputable and customers are increasingly
demanding risk lane assessments. So when Mumbai International
Airport became the first Indian airport to join the Pharma.Aero
initiative in early 2017, it came as a breadth of fresh air to pharma
stakeholders. Pharma.Aero is the cross industry collaboration

for pharma shippers, CEIV certified cargo communities, airport
operators and other air cargo industry stakeholders that focuses
on improving pharma handling and quality in the air cargo
industry. @Stat Trade Times

BMTC MOOTS

FLIGHT CHECK-IN ON VAYU VAJRA BUSES

The Bangalore Metropolitan Transport Corporation (BMTC) is
considering a proposal to facilitate check-in for air travellers
during their transit to the airport on its shuttles. If implemented,
passengers will get their boarding passes by the time they reach
the airport 30 km away from the city . It is learnt that the transport
utility has had at least eight rounds of meetings with the officials
of Bangalore International Airport Ltd (BIAL) on this from June
this year. "A private firm has demonstrated proof of concept on
one of the Vayu Vajra buses," an official privy to the development
told ET. A kiosk, which will be installed inside the airport-bound
BMTC bus, will have a touch screen with access to all airlines and
a printer. This will also do away the need to wait at the counters
in the airport. Providing a kiosk for self check-in is one of BMTC's
ambitious plan to improve airport services and optimise the
revenue. Other air-conditioned services in the city are apparently
making a loss. "The discussion has already started and is at a
preliminary stage. We are talking to the airport authorities. Along
with the check-in facility, we are also planning to provide luggage
handling service," managing director Ponnuraj V confirmed.
@Economic times



FLIGHT SERVICE TAKES OFF

The first flight service between Vijayanagar (Toranagal) and Hyderabad was
flagged off by Union Minister of State for Civil Aviation Jayant Sinha, as part
of the UDAN (Ude Desh Ke Aam Nagarik) initiative, from Jindal airport on 21
September 2017.

The inaugural flight, operated daily by the Hyderabad-based TruJet, took off
from Hyderabad at 6.25 a.m. and landed in Jindal airport at 7.31 a.m. Around
30 passengers alighted. In the return direction, the 72-seater plane, with
around 40 passengers on board, took off at 8.01 a.m. @The Hindu

GMR Infrastructure-led Delhi Airport has accepted the Centre's request to
allow low-cost, regional flights to operate from Ghaziabad's Hindon Airforce
Station from the coming winter season.

Civil Aviation Ministry earlier requested the "capacity-constrained" Delhi
Airport to permit alternative airports for hosting UDAN-backed flights.

However, operating commercial flights within a 150-km radius of Delhi Airport
is prohibited under a 2006 privatization agreement. @newsbytes

FOR NEW AIRPORT NEAR ODISHA CAPITAL BEGINS

Bhubaneswar: With Airports Authority of India (AAI) proposing for a greenfield
international airport near Bhubaneswar, Odisha government has initiated the
process for identifying 1500-2000 acres of land near Khordha.

The General Administration (GA) department of the State government

has written to Chairman-cum-Managing Director (CMD) Odisha Industrial
Infrastructure Development Corporation (IDCO) and Vice Chairman
Bhubaneswar Development Authority (BDA) to identify 1500-2000 acres for the
purpose near Khordha. @0disha Sun times

@

WORLD'S LARGEST PLANE

FIRES UP ALL 6 ENGINES FOR THE FIRST
TIME AHEAD OF 2019 FLIGHT

Named Stratolaunch, the colossal aircraft successfully fired all
six of its Pratt and Whitney turbofan engines - each weighing
4,000kg - for the first time .The six-engine plane has a wingspan
of 385 feet which is longer than the length of a football field.

The plane is the vision of Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen who
wants it to act as a giant air pad in the sky, allowing payloads
to reach space faster and at a lower cost than existing
technologies. It is designed to carry a maximum takeoff weight
of 1.3 million pounds.

Instead of a satellite, the Stratolaunch airplane could launch
a Dream Chaser spaceship. This could act as a mini-shuttle to
reach low Earth orbit destinations and return astronauts or
payloads to a runway within 24 hours.

With a wingspan of 385 feet, the six-engine plane will be larger
than Howard Hughes' 1947 H-4 Hercules, known as the 'Spruce
Goose,' and the Antonov An-225, a Soviet-era cargo plane
originally built to transport the Buran space shuttle that is
currently the world's largest aircraft.

The Stratolaunch weighs approximately 500,000 pounds

without any cargo. The plane rolls around with the aid of
28 wheels. Once airborne, it is powered by six 747 aircraft
engines.

The size of the plane will enable it to serve as an airborne
rocket launcher, enabling rockets to have a 'head start' since
they will be carried into the sky before they launch into space.

The Stratolaunch is designed to carry rockets between its two
fuselages.

Greenport




TEZU AIRPORT

Tezu: A test flight on the runway of Tezu Airport, the only civilian
airport in Arunachal Pradesh, was conducted successfully.

The fixed-wing aircraft successfully executed test landing on the
runway of the airport in presence of officials of Airport Authority
of India (AAIl) and district administration, including Deputy
Commissioner (in-charge) Kajol Karmakar.

The District Administration is extending all possible cooperation to
the AAl to make the airport operationalize as early as possible.
@ Arunachal Times

AVIATION IS FLYING

BECAUSE GOVERNMENT UNLOCKED
MASS-SERVICE FORMULA: JAYANT SINHA

Union minister of state for civil aviation Jayant Sinha feels aviation
has grown in India because the government has been able to
unlock the "mass-service formula".

Speak,ing Indian School of Business Leadership Summit here on
Friday, he said frugal development was the way forward in the
sector. Citing mass services, Sinha gave an example of telecom
services. "They used to cost high in India earlier; now, India has the
lowest telecom prices. Earlier, 1GB data would cost Rs 1,000, but
now the same data costs Rs 11," he said.

He said the cost of flying was cheapest in India. "When we think
of development going forward, it is the trajectory we are thinking
about. We have to make a transition from a low-income country to
being a middle-income country. The good news is that some of our
states, like Goa, Sikkim and Gujarat, are close to achieving these.
We have examples within our country, but we have to find the right
development trajectory that will enable our low-income states to
transform into middle-income states," said Sinha.

@ Times of India
24 Greenport M

BUREAU OF CIVIL AVIATION
SECURITY WANTS TO CHECK ON

‘GELLPHONE BOMB'

Concerned over the detection of a device that created a scare
at Mangalore’s airport earlier this week, the agency that
regulates security at airports has asked intelligence agencies
to check the antecedents of the person who was found
carrying the ‘cell phone bomb’ that turned out be a mobile
charger. Though the "clay-like" item found during baggage
screening by IndiGo airline staff wasn’t an explosive, the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) sees the possibility
of it being part of a dry run by terrorists to check security
alertness at airports. Intelligence agencies had recently alerted
aviation authorities that terrorists were looking to carry out
an attack on an airliner in India using electronic devices. In
another incident, a power bank was found in the check-in
baggage at Delhi airport, also raising an alarm. Power banks
are not allowed in checked-in bags on flights.

“We are concerned over such detection and would like the
agencies to do a thorough investigation in this. We have
written to agencies investigating this case, requesting them
to check the antecedents of the person found carrying the
‘cell phone bomb’;” a senior BCAS official said. The device
was found from the checkin baggage of a person identified as
Mansoor Mohammed, who was to board an IndiGo flight from
Mangalore in southern Karnataka to Dubai. When confronted,
the 26-year-old first said it was a charger and later said that
someone, who he did not know, gave it to him, officials

in the know told ET. The Karnataka Police and National
Investigation Agency are probing the matter, after IndiGo filed
an FIR. “It could be that these terror outfits may be checking
our alertness through a dummy bomb. The bomb may be a
dummy but one does not know the implication had it not been
caught,” said a government official. The agency is cautious
also because of the location of the airport where the incident
happened, the BCAS official said. “The area around Mangalore,
which also includes parts of Kerala, has been known to be an
active base for terror outfits. That is a concern for us. We may
not like to over-investigate in this case but we would also not
want to under-investigate,” he said. @Economic times
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The waves beside them danced; but they
Outdid the sparkling waves in glee:

A poet could not but be gay,

in such ajocund company:

| gazed and gazed but little thought

what wealth the show to me had brought.
(Word-sworth's The Daffodils.)
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"If a million people See my movie, | hope they see a million
different movies " Quentin Tarantino, American director
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